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SUMMARY 
The LSTA consolidates federal library programs, while expanding services for learning and access to 
information resources in all types of libraries (public, school, academic, research, etc.) for individuals of all 
ages. It is administered by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and is distributed through 
state library agencies to individual libraries via formula grants. There is a requirement for a state match, 
which helps stimulate approximately $3 to $4 for every federal dollar invested. 

Funding is also provided for library services for Native Americans, national leadmhip projects, and for the 
education and recruitment of librarians. 

LSTA links libraries electronically and helps provide users access to information through state, regional, ' 
national, and international networks. Federal resources help target library services to people of diverse 
geographic, cultural, and socioeconomic backgrounds, to individuals with disabilities, and to people with 
limited literacy or skills. 

Around the country, knowledgeable librarians use LSTA funding, the only federal program solely devoted to 
aiding libraries, to help patrons access essential information on a wide m g e  oftopics. They offer training on 
r b 6  development; help on web searches ofjob banks, workshops on career information; links to essential 
educational and community services; assistive devices for people with disabilities; family literacy classes; 
homework help and mentoring programs; books and resources to support adults and children dealing with 
loss; information on religions and other cultures; access to government information; a forum for enhanced 
civic engagement, and so much more. As a result, total visits to the library have increased by more than 17 
percent between 1996 and 2001. 

FUNDING HISTORY 
LSTA was reauthorized as part of the Museum and Library Services Act of 2003 (H.R.13) and signed by the 
President on September 25,2003 (P.L. 108-81). Every fiscal year, Congress provides funding for LSTA in 
the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies ApprOpriations bill. 

M 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 Adm. Reauest FY 2006 House 
$198,242,000 $205,951,000 $221,325,000 $2 12,650,OOO 

Supporting President Bush's request of $221,325,000 would allow libraries nationwide to build 
additional capacity and further expand core services. It will enable libraries to undertake excithg 
projeds that can help all library users expand their ski l l  and knowledge base to master challenges and 
encourage lifelong learning. 

June 2005 Contact: Joshua Famelman, Assistant Director 
j@rrelmann@alawash,org 



PRIVACWUSA PATRIOT Am 



Nearly Every US. Public Library 
Now mks h e .  In&!nletACsm 

lkllibrary, you'can~get 
to the internet Millions 'Of ,peodle ,me ~cornpurers in 
lplMic'lihries to accewe-gwemment services, 9&k 
#more  meaningful! empiopent, further their education 
and ,research vital1 hetilth infomatiom. 

@ '98.9 psreent ,of lpbfic llibraries 'offer free amass 
to aompmes and ,the lnternet-agwwth of abwt 
400 pment since 1 mi when just one im fouf 
fibraries'W. 

ic ,libraries say they do ,not!have 
enough terminals to meet demand at &in times 
ot ih day. 

0 Omly 1 in, MJ prlblic libraries say they ahyshave 
enough teminak toimeet patron needs. 

Q d t y  ofhemlet CoswctiansV&a 
b o n g  Rural and Urban commanities 
pubiic libraties can offer'mmunity members distance 
~aami,qopportunitiesand richer omline~content, but 
,only w h e d ~ e y  have lhi&-sped Ihtemet conmedions. 

access ;for the #nation's ,poorest areas. Due to 
investmen% targeted at lpooren areas, ipatrom in 
hiqh-povmtyuban, subunban, andi mml areas 
now benefit hn'~ thc? greatest library conneotibity 
(RW ,percent). 

n 

lFo,r a $uull O O ~ Y  'of the 8reIpo,fi., ;please visit www.iii.ifsfsu.edu. 



Technology Trabing in Libmries Tqets 
Those Who h n ' r  Have Access Elsewhere 
!Libraries are reapodhg to patron demandsfor miming 
 by offering, various form 'of guidanae ihm informal 
,consultations with a~,Iihlian to fomdl~clkisses~on a 
specik &ill, such as wniaing a resume. 

@ The three largest audmnces 'receiving;'-iming in, 
'Rbrarias areseniors (57.3 pkenb), people with& 
ilntemet access at !home ,(52.6 percenG, a d  adults 
satiking continuing1 &cation :(51:.2 pefcent). 

B (Mfbraries that offer mining, ,only 28 percent do so 
on a scheduled basis. 

0 Qf~llbraFies h a t  offer schduld taking, 64 ,percent 
are urban I#xaries caqpadto 16,peraentd8wral 
,wmmunities. 

Libraries are Challenged to Maintain 
Quality Technology &rviw 

To pmvide quqlity itechndlogy sewices tor their 
ommunities, :publk~librades n d  stirblb ,and 
precltctakde sources of revenue to :pay for ongoing 
oonnedvity; Bardware., software, and , I nternet 
conneotb@upgrades; technical sup+; and miming. 

Public BWes cumntiy rely on sevedl ,ma& h d n g  
sounes for Whnotogy. indlldimg f&ral ,gram f&rall 
E-rate cfiscounts for telecommwications linfastntature 
and'aonnectivky; state a d  local~funding;,and private 

S Y p P o r t  

B Tedhnolbgy budgets for most @lic 'library systems 
!have stayed!levell with no increase for i n f k m  or 
eqnsiomdf service. 

B 13 lpercent of #libraries repoited a, decrease in their 
budgets insme,previous year. 

R E P O R T  SPONSORS:  

,Amenican 'Library Association 
office for :Infomatiom Txhndlogy Policy 

www.alh.org/ol(p 

Bill ,& Melimda 'Gates Foundh$iom 
wwwgetesfoundation.org 
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